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COVID-19 Guidelines for 2023-2024 School Year

05/2023

Due to complexity and uncertainty of the current COVID-19 situation, Pittsburgh Chinese
School (PCS) will follow the COVID-19 protocols established by the Pittsburgh School District
for on-campus classes in the 2023-2024 school year to maintain the health and safety of the
school community. Specifically, PCS will implement the guidelines set forth herein.

1. The mask protocol is as follows:

COVID-19 Community COVID-19 Community COVID-19 Community
Level': Low Level: Medium Level: High
Mask optional Mask recommended Mask required

2. Parents/guardians, students, teachers, and staff should conduct a self-screen at home
before reporting to school or work. Any individual who exhibits any COVID-19
symptoms or is tested positive for COVID-19 must not enter the campus. Any individual
who exhibits any COVID-19 symptoms while on campus should leave campus
immediately and follow the instructions in Section 3.

3. For any individual with COVID-19 symptoms regardless of vaccination status, that
individual should stay at home in isolation for a full 5 days from the first day of
symptoms until symptoms improve AND no fever for 24 hours (without fever-reducing
medication). After isolation, if the COVID-19 symptoms recur or worsen then that
individual should restart isolation and see a health care provider for further guidance.

4. For any individual having no COVID-19 symptoms but testing positive for COVID-19,
the individual should stay home in isolation for a full 5 days from the day of testing.
During or after isolation, if the individual develops the COVID-19 symptoms, then that
individual should follow instructions in Section 3.

5. For any individual returning to school after the isolation period, (1) the individual must
be evaluated and permitted by a health care provider prior to returning to school if the
person was hospitalized, had trouble breathing or is immunocompromised; (2) the
individual must wear a well-fitting mask at least for the Sunday immediately after the
mandatory isolation; and (3) if the individual has to remove the mask on campus for
medical reasons or emergency, the individual must maintain 6 ft. of distance from others
as much as possible.

! Based on Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s COVID-19 County Check for Allegheny County
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If any individual has a household member having COVID-19 symptoms or testing
positive for COVID-19 but cannot isolate himself/herself from the infected household
member, that individual must wear a well-fitted mask during a 20-day period starting
from the infected household member’s first day of symptoms or day of positive testing,
whichever is earlier.

An identified close contact must wear a well-fitting mask for 10 full days from the last
day of exposure.

PCS recommends that anyone who had COVID-19 symptoms, tested positive or was
close contact with an infected person, should have a rapid antigen test or a PCR test on
the day s/he plans to return to school after the mandatory isolation period.

If the person with COVID-19 symptoms receives a negative test result, the person may
return to school.

Siblings/household contacts of a person who has symptoms but receives a negative test
result are not required to stay home or quarantine.

DEFINITIONS:

a. SYMPTOMS of COVID-19 include but are not limited to: fever or chills, cough,
sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, and headache.

b. A CLOSE CONTACT is an individual who has been within 6 feet of a person
infected with COVID-19 for 15 consecutive minutes or longer.

PCS does not have resources or manpower to monitor or track COVID-19 symptoms,
self-screening, testing, or isolation. As a consideration for enrollment of classes or
participation in activities of PCS, all who voluntarily participate in classes or school
activities agree to waive any liability of PCS and release PCS from any claims resulting
from COVID-19.?

PCS Board has the final authority to interpret and amend these Guidelines, and may, at its
discretion, issue new guidelines in the future.
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