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It is hard to believe that another school
year has already come to an end. This
year, we moved to Allderdice High
School in Squirrel Hill. We hired a new
Director of Education to increase the
teaching quality. We had a competition
in writing. We did quite a few
performances to outreach to the
community and publicize Chinese
Culture. We were invited to various
symposiums by different organizations
to present China and discuss Chinese
Culture in the US. Some of our students
will attend summer camps in China this
summer! Without the support of our
parents, teachers, students and our board
members, we could not have achieved
all the above mentioned
accomplishments!

However, | do have some concerns for
the next semester, and | hope to get
answers from every parent, student and
teacher. For instance: how many books
have you encouraged your
students/children to read and complete
during the school year? Now students
will have a vacation for four months,
would you continue to encourage your
students/children to learn Chinese?
Would you insist that your children
speak Chinese at home, attend a Chinese
Language Camp in China or here in the
US, read a Chinese book or an article for
fifteen minutes a day and watch a
Chinese movie every week? Believe me,

UL 2% & *

132 AR G

Pittsburgh Chinese School Newsletter

May 2008

if you do what I’ve just suggested, you
will see a big improvement in your
child’s Chinese study!

Also, we did not have enough students in
Lion Dance class this semester. Lion
Dance has become a symbol of Chinese
Culture; our Lion Dance class was
invited to many events this past semester.
My heartfelt thanks go to the Lion
Dance class students, their teachers and
parents. However, next year, three of
our Lion Dance class students will
graduate, and we will only have three
students left in that class, I’m asking for
every one to pitch in to make this class
work and be successful.

Our Waist Drum Class needs to expand
— we will build a 100-people Waist
Drum Team and Yanger Team next
semester. So please join us from 5:00
PM to 5:30 PM in the school Gym to
learn Waist Drum and Yanger Dance!
We will participate in the Thanksgiving
Day parade in Pittsburgh this November
if we are ready! Imagine what kind of
momentum we will build and what kind
of influence we will have in Pittsburgh
by performing Waist Drum and Yanger
Dance on Pittsburgh  Streets on
Thanksgiving Day!

We also need to involve our English
speaking parents and students in our
school activities. We need their input,
their expertise and their support in
running our school. They are our bridge
to outreach to the communities. For
some reason, they rarely participated in



our meetings, lectures and discussions.
We may need a liaison to improve this
weak link of our school.

Finally, please do visit our school’s
website as often as you can. Please
participate in our BBS discussions on
various topics. Please do submit your
suggestions to me, or any school
administrative staff member, or PCS
board member.

With all above mentioned concerns and
suggestions, I hope we’ll keep in touch
during the long summer vacation. Send
us a picture or two of your summer fun
or an interesting article about your
summer adventures via a letter, BBS or
e-mail — I’m looking forward to hearing
from you! (Principal: Gaoying Bolinger)
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Detailed description of the proposed
changes to the current PCS by-law

1. Adding Article IX

Articles IX. Members of the
Honorable Board of PCS
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Section IX.1. Power and General

Responsibilities.

The Honorable Board is an

advisory body of the PCS.

e The members shall elect
among themselves the



Chairperson and the Vice
Chairperson of the Honorable
Board every four years.

e Provide advices to the
administrative operations of
PCS.

e Provide advices to the
fundraising activities for the
Board of Directors of PCS

e Make recommendations to
the school polices and
strategic decisions.

Section IX.2. Election of the
Honorable Board.

Each member of the Honorable
Board is appointed by the Board
of Directors of PCS.

Section IX.3. Term.

The term of each member shall
be four (4) years and may be
renewed thereafter.

Section 1X.4. Resignation and

Termination

e A member may resign at any
time by giving a written
notice to the Chairperson of
the Honorable Board two
weeks in advance.

e The Chairperson of the
Honorable Board shall notify
the Board of Directors.

e A member may be removed
from the Honorable Board
before his/her term expires by
at least three-fourths (3/4)
vote of the Board of
Directors.

2. Amendment to Article 111.3, Section

111.3. Term

Current law:

3.

e The term of office for the
directors voted by the
general members shall be
two (2) school years and
may be renewed twice
thereafter if continuously
re-elected.

e The term of office for the
directors appointed by the
Board members shall be
two (2) school years and
may be renewed twice
thereafter if continuously
re-appointed.

Propose to add the following two
items to Article 111.3, Section I11.3.
Term:

e The term of office for
Chairperson shall be two
(2) school years.

e The term of office for
Vice Chairperson shall be
two (2) school years.

Note: These changes will take effect
for the board members
elected in 2008.

Amendment to Article 111.1, Section
111.1. Power and General
Responsibilities:

Current law:

e The Directors shall elect
among themselves one
member as the Chairperson-
elect of the Board. The
Chairperson-elect will serve
as the vice-chairperson until
the term of the Chairperson



expires and assumes the
office of Chairperson.

Propose to change the above item to:

e The current and the newly
elected board members shall
elect Vice Chairperson of the
board from the newly elected
board members once Vice
Chairperson position
becomes vacant.

e Vice Chairperson shall
assume the office of
Chairperson once the term of
Chairperson expires or
Chairperson resigns.

e Appoint and remove the
members of the Honorable
Board of Directors. At least
three-fourth (3/4) of the votes
are required for each
appointment or removal
decision to become valid.

4. Amendment to Article 111.1, Section
I11.1. Power and General
Responsibilities:

Current law:

e Conduct evaluation of
Principal and Vice Principal.

Propose to change the above item to:

e Conduct evaluation of
Principal, Vice Principal,
Financial Director, and
Treasurer.
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On May 2, 2008, the Asian American
Heritage Committee of the Federal
Executive Board (FEB) of Pittsburgh
presented Wendy Li the Highest Honor
Award in recognition of her outstanding
academic, extra-curricular and
community service achievements at a
luncheon at Sheraton Hotel, Station
Square. Xiaoming Li and Xiaobo Zhou
(Wendy's parents), Ziging Zhuang
(Asian Heritage Committee member),
and Hong Tao (PCS vice-chair) attended
the ceremony. Wendy is also an
outstanding student at PCS.

Persons in the picture from left to right:
Xiaoming Li, Ziging Zhuang, Wendy Li,
Xiaobo Zhou, and Hong Tao
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Disciplines and Safety

Many thanks to parents who have served
as Parent Guards in the past weeks.
Formerly called Parent VVolunteers,
Parent Guards are very important to the
safety, and smooth operation of the
school considering the large number of
students and classes on rented premises.
Unless you or your spouse are a teacher
or board member in the school, each
family must serve as a Parent Guard one
session per semester. Please report to the
office in the Cafeteria on the day of your
scheduled service.

The primary responsibilities of Parent
Guards are as follows:

1. Patrol assigned floor or area. No
fighting. No loud-speaking. No
ball games in classroom or in the
corridor.

2. No food or drink in places other
than the Cafeteria on the 1% floor.

3. Help teachers and classroom
activities, if needed.

4. Do not allow suspicious person
to enter building.

5. Recover each classroom (chairs,
desks, black or white boards,
windows, etc) to its original
settings after school.

6. Help fundraising, or set tables
and chairs in events organized by
the school.

In order not to interfere with the class,
parents who stay in the classroom must
sit in the last row away from their child.
(Guidance)
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First teacher training workshop at
PCS

Pittsburgh Chinese School held its first
teacher training workshop on March 23"

With the support from school
administration and Board of Directors,
Director of Education, Chan Lu,
advocated and organized the workshop,

which was well-attended by all teachers.
Four professors from Department of
Modern Languages at Carnegie Mellon
University shared their professional
experiences on teaching heritage
language learners, course design,
teaching multi-level classroom, and
incorporating  culture in  language
classrooms. A hot discussion about
teaching at PCS followed the
presentations.

This workshop was also generously
funded by donations from Tim
Bresenden and Jing Wang, Director of
Qualcomm Human Resource and
Chairman of Qualcomm Asia Pacific,
respectively.
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PCS held SAT-I1 Chinese mock test

The 2008 SAT-11 Chinese mock test was
held on April 20™. 25 students took the
test and 24 test papers were graded. The
youngest test taker was from Grade 5.
Individual score was already shared with
each parent. Chan Lu, Director of
Education, also shared her own thoughts



about taking SAT-Il Chinese and
Chinese learning with parents.
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PCS 2008 Fundraising
Activities

Giant Eagle Cards Sale

Many students and families have
participated in the Sale of Giant Eagle Cards
($10000). The $500 gained from
this activity were wused in
purchasing presents and gifts
for 2008 Chinese New Year
Dinner Party. We finished our sale

activity ahead of the schedule because of all
the parents’ effort including the principal
Gaoying’s participation. We thank all
families that have participated in this
fundraising  activity. We  particularly
appreciate Brianna and Kathryn’s family for
purchasing $1000 of Giant Eagle Cards.
Based on the total purchases, PY4A ranks
No. 1. The promised surprises have been
delivered to the individual and the class
before Christmas.

Snack Sale

Students are only allowed to have food
and/or drinks in the cafeteria area! To help
to obey the rule of the school, PCS has
resumed selling snacks during school hours
in the cafeteria since last semester. PCS sells
not only delicious snacks and drinks that are
much cheaper than those from a vending
machine, but also provides another
opportunity of fundraising ( we got a profit
of $800 so far). We would specially thank
Jenny Yu and Sihong Wang’s family who
purchased and delivered Doughnuts to PCS
every Sunday. Their continued and tireless
effort made our snack sale more attractive.
Furthermore, Linlin Li treated the snack sale
as her routine work every Sunday and made
our snack sale better

Sponsors from Vendors

Under the leadership of the principal and the
board chairman, all members of the board
worked very hard on fundraising for the
2008 New Year Celebration. We have
gotten 35 advertisements from vendors,
among them, there were 13 new customers.
Parents (Dening Yan, Guoyu Lin, Qingming
Wang) were also involved very actively.
The PCS’s newly developed website
(http://www.pittsburgh-chinese-school.org)
attracted 11 vendors. Total $5066 was
collected through advertisements.



http://www.pittsburgh-chinese-school.org/

Other Donations

Wendy Li, a student of PY12 donated
voluntarily $100 of her awards from her
Hai-Hua scholarship  for  outstanding
academic achievement in 2007. Parents (An
anonymous parent, Josephine Yin-Ling
McGill, Cungi Wang, Qiong Huang, Mason
Chen, Jiping Shao, and Rong Chen) donated
$1070 to PCS. We also received donations
of $965 from local organizations and
corporations continually (Greater Pittsburgh
Chinese Restaurants Association, KIT
Solutions LLC, JLK Foods Inc, etc.). To
encourage our board members, Jiping Shao
and Hongying Zhou’s volunteer work for
PCS, PPG matched their effort and donated
$500.

We thank everyone for their enthusiastic and
generous support.

Qingshou Huang/Yongjun Zhang
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Yang Wang

Hong Tao
Gaoying Bolinger
Rong Chen
Qingshou Huang
Yongjun Zhang
Jiping Shao
Ziqing Zhuang
Qing Ye

Cungi Wang
Honyin Zhou
Qingging Fu

Chuanbao Wang
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(412)366-3411
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(412)913-3093
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(412) 327-4226
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(724) 713-0006
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The first place award from student writing competition
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